
Achieving economic growth  
in the world through  

increased volunteerism 

OUR MEMBERS 

ACDI/VOCA 
! 

Citizens Development Corps/MBA Enterprise 
Corps. (CDC) 

! 
Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs (CNFA) 

! 
Coffee Quality Institute -- Coffee Corps 

! 
EnterpriseWorks/VITA 

! 
Florida Association for Voluntary Action in the 

Caribbean and the Americas (FAVACA) 
! 

Financial Services Volunteer Corps (FSVC) 
! 

Institute of International Education (IIE) 
! 

International City/County Management  
Association (ICMA) 

! 
International Executive Service Corps/
Geekcorps/Financial Services Division 

! 
International Real Property Foundation (IRPF) 

! 
International Senior Lawyers Project (ISLP) 

! 
Land O’ Lakes, Inc. 

! 
Opportunities Industrialization Center  

International (OICI) 
! 

Partners of the Americas 
! 

Winrock International 
! 

World Council of Credit Unions (WOCCU) 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

VEGA - Iraq  
 

Email: info@vegairaq.org  
 

Visit our website at:  
www.vegairaq.org 

VEGA - United States  
 

1424 K Street, NW 
Suite 660  

Washington, DC 20005 
USA 

 
 
 
 

Telephone: (+1) 202-628-0017 
Facsimile: (+1)202-628-0018 

E-mail: info@vegaalliance.org 
 
 

Visit our website at:  
www.vegalliance.org 

 

Iraq Private Sector  
Development Initiative 

(PSDI) Program 



VEGA Overview 

“VEGA is designed to greatly enhance the 
Agency’s ability to partner with volunteer organiza-
tions that provide technical assistance in many 
areas of economic growth.” 

- Andrew S. Natsios, Administrator of USAID 
 
The Volunteers for Economic Growth Alliance 
(VEGA) is the world’s largest consortium of eco-
nomic growth volunteer organizations providing 
technical expertise in private sector development. 
Collectively, VEGA has more than 350 years of ex-
perience in mobilizing American volunteers to sup-
port economic growth in developing countries 
(including post-conflict and transition), and in de-
signing and implementing successful technical as-
sistance projects across the spectrum of economic 
growth activities worldwide.  
 
VEGA is demand driven and provides comprehen-
sive resources with a single point of contact. Pro-
gram designs are consolidated, but created 
through a collaborative process based on our 
members’ extensive expertise in:  
 
"Private Sector Development 
"Financial Services 
"Agribusiness Development 
"Opportunities for Rural and Urban Poor 
 
In addition to VEGA Member Organizations’ exper-
tise in implementing activities, VEGA professionals 
are available to assist donor organizations in de-
signing and developing economic growth assis-
tance projects to meet a country’s specific needs. 
Given its experience in economic growth activities, 
VEGA members are able to employ best practices 
and volunteer assistance models that have been 
developed and tested by its member organizations 
over several years, and have proven successful. 
VEGA creates sustainable practices and institutions 
for the future, while assisting government and pri-
vate sector partners overseas to build economic 
and trade links to American businesses, trade asso-
ciations and skilled entrepreneurs.  
 

Volunteers and consultants wishing to 
serve as expert advisors to the PSDI 
project may contact the individuals 
listed below to learn about opportuni-
ties to get involved.  The purpose of 
sending expert advisors is to provide 
customized, practical and measur-
able assistance to selected Iraqi sec-
tors and businesses.  The assistance to 
sectors and businesses will be pro-
vided through individual consultation 
with firms and through interactive, fully 
participative workshops for Iraqi firms. 

 
 
 

Gladys Villacorta  
Program Manager 

Telephone: (+1) 202-589-2613 
E-mail: Gvillacorta@iesc.org 

! 
Magdi Mukhtar 

Senior Program Officer 
Telephone: (+1) 202-872-0933    

E-mail: Mmukhtar@cdc.org 
! 

Paul Sippola  
Middle East Program Officer 
Telephone: (+1) 202-296-3920 

E-mail: Psippola@cnfa.org 

Get Involved!  PSDI Objectives & Activities 

The goal of VEGA's Private Sector De-
velopment Initiative (PSDI) in Iraq is to 
promote the expansion of a competi-
tive private sector through the provi-
sion of business training and other 
business support services to Iraqi en-
trepreneurs. The PSDI program in Iraq 
provides:  

 

!# Business toolkits to provide training 
resources for micro and small en-
terprises  

!# Business training seminars for tar-
geted industries 

!# Customized consulting and busi-
ness advisory services geared to 
the needs of each enterprise in-
volved in the reconstruction pro-
gram 

!# Business development services to 
strengthen the capacity of Iraqi 
business associations 

!# Grants to eligible businesses upon 
completion and approval of grant 
applications 


